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ASHMANSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council 

 

Date:  18th January 2016 Time: 7.30 pm 

Place: Ashmansworth Village Hall 

Present: Cllr Alan Cox (Chairman)  Cllr Andrew Bays 

Councillors: Cllr Kieron Black 

Cllr Angela Harris 

Cllr Sally Burch 

In 
Attendance: 

 

Sadie Owen (Clerk) 

 

Mr D Ansell 

   

Apologies: Cllr Graham Falconer (Borough) Cllr Tom Thacker (County) 

 PCSO Damon Hope  

  

1. Apologies  

 As above.   

2. Minutes of Last Meeting  

 The minutes of the meetings held on 17th November were unanimously 
agreed as a true and accurate record.  They were duly signed by Cllr Cox. 

 

 

3. Matters Arising  

 No additional matters arising.    

4. Planning  

a) Update on previous applications   

 No outstanding applications. 

 

 

b) Further applications received   

 No new applications.  

 

 

c) Local Plan Consultation    

 Cllr Cox had previously circulated a response composed by Cllr Mitchell of 
Highclere Parish Council. He commented that he was in agreement with the 
issues proposed and raised by Cllr Mitchell and proposed composing and 
submitting a similar response. This was supported by the council. 

 

Cllr Cox 

    Clerk 

d) Tree Applications Database  

 The Clerk reported that whilst it was easy to search for planning applications 
relating to trees protected by TPO’s she did not believe that it was possible 
to search for any applications relating to trees within a conservation area (as 
for Ashmansworth). The Clerk reported that she had asked BDBC for access 
to such information, but did not believe that any such database was in 
existence.  
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5. Council Business  

a) 

 

Clerk’s Report – the Clerk reported on a consultation from BDBC to 

encourage parish councils to introduce voluntary smoking bans within 

community play areas. The clerk commented that it was a voluntary ban that 

could not be enforced and that BDBC were offering to provide two signs for 

installation within the parish.  

 

The council unanimously agreed not to support the voluntary non-smoking 

policy since it would not be relevant to the parish. Clerk to report accordingly 

to BDBC. 

 

Clerk 

b) Local business database – Cllr Cox reported that he had updated the local 
business database. He commented that he was keen to receive some more 
feedback or suggested contacts. Cllr Burch commented that she would 
forward details of a window cleaner and chimney sweep for addition.   

Cllr Cox agreed to send out the database to the email distribution list once he 
had updated. 

Cllr Burch 

 

 

 

Cllr Cox 

 

c) Recreation ground grass cutting tender – the Clerk reported that she had 
received interest from a contractor who wanted to come and view the ground 
for mowing. Cllr Black agreed to meet the contractor. 

 

It was suggested that the Clerk also contact any grounds maintenance 
contractors from the Parish magazines with the tender details. 

 

Cllr Black 

 

 

     Clerk 

d) Crux Easton phone box - the Clerk reported that the phone box was due to 
be painted as soon as weather permits.       

 

 

e) Lengthsman update - it was agreed that the Clerk should ascertain when the 
Lengthsman budget ran to, whether it was the end of the financial year, or 
longer, given that receipt of the monies had been so delayed. 

It was suggested that there may be some footpath signs requiring repair. 

 

Clerk 

 

f) Emergency Plan update – Cllr Cox reported that the emergency plan had 
been updated. He commented that there were no significant changes, just 
general contact detail updates. 

  

 

g) Highclere Parish Council minutes – Cllr Cox proposed a note of thanks to 
Highclere Parish Council for the prompt receipt of draft minutes. 

 

Clerk 

6. Local Roads  

a) Potholes/Road Repairs – Cllr Cox commented that there were no new issues. 
He reported that he was in correspondence with Zell Farmhouse who, in the 
absence of council help, were proposing to add a lip to their driveway to tackle 
persistent flooding.  

A parishioner present at the meeting commented that he also suffered 
frequent flooding to his property due to the state of the road outside his house. 
Cllr Cox requested that the parishioner forward the details to him to then take 
up with HCC. 

Cllr Cox 
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b) A343 – Access – The Clerk advised that it would not be legal to install 
independent signs for HGV drivers warning them not to venture up the road 
at the Yew Tree junction. Action removed from agenda.    

 

 

 

 

c) Junction sign on A343 – Cllr Cox commented that a junction sign was still in 
the hedge. He advised that Highclere parish council had allocated the job to 
the lengthsman. The Clerk agreed to investigate and to report back. 

 

Clerk 

7. Telephones/Broadband  

 Cllr Bays commented that he was hoping to have a meeting the following 
week with a Gigabeam representative in relation to existing infrastructure 
suitability.  

Cllr Cox commented that there was an alternative called Gigastream being 
offered to East and West Woodhay but that it relies on laying fibre to the 
premises and so may be uneconomic for the parish.  

Cllr Bays to provide a further update at the next meeting.  

 

Cllr Bays 

 

 

8. Village Hall refurbishments  

 Cllr Cox reported that the builder had reviewed the work and was due to 
commence work on the hall when the weather improves.  

 

 

9. Neighbourhood Watch  

 Apologies had been received from PCSO Damon Hope. It had been proposed 
and accepted that PCSO Hope include road accidents within the parish within 
his future neighbourhood planning reports. Cllr Cox commented that it would 
be a good idea to maintain a list of accidents going forward. 

 

Clerk 

10. BDAPTC/HALC  

 There were no issues to report. 

 

 

11. Financial Matters  

a) 

 

Payments Approval – the Clerk presented the financial statement (appendix 
A).  The payments were unanimously agreed.  Clerk to process. 

 

Cllr Cox commented that he would request an invoice for use of the parish 
hall prior to the next meeting. 

 

 

    

 Cllr Cox 

b) 2016/17 Budget – Cllr Bays proposed and Cllr Burch seconded an action to 
approve the proposed budget (see Appendix B). 

 

 2016/17 Precept – Cllr Harris proposed and Cllr Bays seconded an action to 
approve the proposed precept request of £3,000.  

 

c) Change of bank – the Clerk passed over application forms for completion and 
signature by the Chairman and Vice Chairman to change bank accounts and 
to implement online banking. 

Cllr Cox 

Cllr Black 

d) Clerk pension – the Clerk reported that the staging date for Ashmansworth 
Parish Council was May 2017. The Clerk suggested that as a consequence 
it would be worth paying attention to East Woodhay Parish Council’s progress 
for a little while before commencing work in relation to complying with the auto 
enrolment requirements. This was agreed. 

Cllr Cox 

Clerk 
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12. Date of next meeting  

 Clerk to arrange a date for the APM/AGM in May. It was agreed that 
Wednesdays were generally preferred days in relation to availability. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm The next meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd 
March at 7.30pm. 

Clerk 
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Appendix A – Finance 
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Appendix B  Proposed Budget 2016/17 

 


